Teacher____________________________________    Date___________

House Center Checklist/Walkthrough

_____enclosed on 3 sides_____
_____clearly defined_____

_____secluded place for pretend play_____

_____situated near other noisy interest areas (possibly next to blocks)_____

_____create homelike setting (warm, inviting)_____

_____area subdivided into different “rooms”_____

_____decorative piece of fabric on wall, real/plastic flowers, photographs of children and families hung at children’s eye level, create window with tape and curtains, rugs_____

_____many props invites more expressive and creativity (introduce additional props at different times as children can handle)_____

_____1st stage of dramatic play (role playing) concrete and realistic objects_____
_____materials include:


_____stove_____



_____doll highchair_____


_____refrigerator_____


_____doll stroller_____


_____child-sized table and chair_____
_____rocking chair_____


_____doll bed_____



_____ironing board/iron_____


_____full-length, nonbreakable mirror_____

_____Kitchen Equipment:


_____pots/pans various sizes


_____
eating utensils_____


_____cooking utensils_____


_____dishes_____


_____tea kettle/coffee pot_____

_____clean-up materials_____


_____dish towels_____

_____Basic props:


_____male/female ethnic dolls_____

_____clock_____


_____telephone_____



_____blankets for dolls_____


_____empty food containers/boxes_____
_____plastic food_____

_____Dress-up clothes:


_____shoes/boots_____


_____ties/scarves_____


_____costume jewelry_____


_____hats/wigs_____


_____suitcases/pocketbooks, briefcases, wallets, keys_____

_____materials reflect cultural and ethnic backgrounds of children in the group_____

_____addition of props to encourage different types of settings/themes_____

_____orderly arranged in logical order_____
_____all props clean and intact_____

_____Display of props and materials:


_____hooks set on board tacked to wall / pegboard_____


_____shoe rack/hanging shoe bag_____


_____small coat rack_____


_____three-tiered wire baskets for storing plastic foods_____


_____plastic storage bins for costume jewelry/plastic food_____

_____Labeling materials and props


_____visual representations of objects’ shapes and sizes_____


_____objects traced/pictures taken of object_____

_____label centered under hooks for ladles/spoons on pegboard_____


_____label outside on cabinet door or side of storage bin_____


_____clothes hung on hooks label/photo of each item posted_____

Questions to consider now:

· How often is the house corner used?

· Which children tend to select the house corner regularly?

· Who rarely or never wants to play in the house corner, and how can I involve them in dramatic play?

· Are both girls and boys using the house corner?  If only girls use the area, have I included props for boys?

· Are children imitating TV characters or recreating their own experiences?

· Which props are most frequently used?  Never used?  Do they need to be changed?

· How are props used?

· Are children able to clean up the house corner independently?

Stages of Play Pretend


Stage I:  Imitative Role Play

Children try to act, talk and dress like people they know.  Use real objects.  Depend on element of reality.  


Stage II:  Make-Believe Play

Play is enriched by imaginations.  Less dependent on concrete props.  Moves beyond scope of real props or costumes.  No longer confined to  real-life events.  Play to help them understand feelings or deal with fears and worries.


Stage III:  Socio-Dramatic Play

Begins seeking company of others.  Includes elements of imitative and make-believe play.  Socio-dramatic play necessitates planning.  One child chooses to be the teacher and the other the student.  Because of its more complex story lines, socio-dramatic play requires that children spend a significant amount of time in this type of play.

