Teacher____________________________________    Date___________

Library Center Checklist/Walkthrough

_____area includes space for looking at books_____
_____space for listening to CD’s/records/tapes_____

_____space for writing_____

_____space is inviting

_____furnish with soft chairs and pillows_____

_____rug on floor, big beanbag cushion, rocking chair, small attractively covered mattress_____
_____table/chairs in area_____
_____brightly covered tablecloth_____

_____plant on the table_____

_____decorate walls with book jackets, photos of children/adults reading, children’s artwork, charts/signs for print-rich environment_____

_____area well lit-natural light, standing lamp_____
_____selecting materials – Books

_____books of interest, life experiences, their homes, and their friends, stories about characters they can identify with_____

_____books in good repair-attractively arranged on shelves_____


Look for following characteristics for younger preschoolers:

· Simple plot about familiar experiences

· Colorful and bold illustrations that are clear, realistic, filled with detail

· Illustrations drawn from the child’s point of view

· Lots of repetition in the story

· Rich language (rhymes, nonsense words, and repetition)

Look for following characteristics for older preschoolers:

· A plot that can be followed

· A story with humor or perhaps a surprise ending

· Imaginative accounts of things they know can’t happens

· Stories that extend their understanding of the world around them

· Colorful illustrations with lots of details

· Stories about faraway places and other cultures with elements similar to their own experiences

_____books should challenge prejudice, bias, stereotyping and convey positive messages to children about differences of all kinds.  Should show:

· Men and women in a variety of roles, displaying the ability to make decisions, solve problems, care for family members, and work outside the home

· A variety of family configurations (e.g. father and child, two children and a grandmother, etc.)

· Illustrations that portray people realistically (e.g. mothers who wear clothing other than aprons and people of various ethnic origins portrayed realistically, not stereotypically)

· People of all ethnic backgrounds who can be assertive, solve problems, make decisions, take on a variety of family roles, and display a wide range of emotions

· Adults and children with disabilities who participate in all aspects of life, including mainstreamed schooling, an active family life, and participation in sports and other recreational activities.

_____books are rotated on a regular basis, many times to correlate with the theme of the week, month_____

_____include materials such as flannel boards, puppets, puppet theater_____

_____equipping the listening center


_____include two or three small cassette players and variety of tapes_____


_____headphones should be included_____


_____guidelines for selecting story tapes:

· Short because of short attention spans

· Lively in  presentation

· Technically well-produced

· Anti-bias in content

· Narrated by both men and women

· Sound effects included 

_____equipping the writing center


_____Writing tools



_____thick pencils-black lead_____



_____colored magic markers-thick and thin_____



_____water-based chalk and chalkboards_____



_____wooden “pencils” _____



_____magic slates_____



_____crayons_____



_____lap pads_____


_____Printing tools



_____letter and design stencils_____



_____alphabet letter stamps and ink pad_____ 

_____Paper



_____computer printout paper_____



______magazines_____



_____index cards_____



_____envelopes and stationery_____


_____unlined and lined paper_____



_____construction paper_____



_____small blank books_____



_____carbon paper_____


_____other tools



_____hole punch_____



_____stapler_____



_____scissors_____



_____paper clips_____



_____pencil sharpener_____

_____book repair kit available- should include:

· Transparent tape to repair torn pages

· Cloth tape to repair the spines of books

· Gum erasers to remove pencil marks

· Correction fluid to cover ink and crayon marks

· Pair of scissors

Questions to ask to assess the effectiveness of the center:

· How frequently do children choose the library area?

· Do girls choose this area as frequently as boys”

· Is one type of activity (e.g. tapes or books) more popular than the others?
· Are children able to use the area independently?

· Do children tend to read the same books and listen to the same tapes day after day?

· Do children like to play here alone, with a friend, or with an adult present?

· Do children clean up and take responsibility for this area?

Developmental Stages in Using Books:

1. exploring books

2. understanding sequence

3. recognizing that written words are symbols

4. matching words with printed text

5. recognizing printed words

Developmental Stages in Writing:

1. Stage one – Early attempts at writing mark the first developmental stage. Writing looks like scribbling but takes on definite form.
2. Stage two – scribbles gradually transform into little marks.  Many times a recognizable letter will suddenly emerge from a row of little marks.  Recognizable letters begin to outnumber unrecognizable marks.  Writing generally shows increased organization.  Children learn that letters are not just randomly placed on a page.  Many children begin to use invented spelling in their writing.

