Teacher____________________________________    Date___________

Music and Movement Center Checklist/Walkthrough

Music and movement may be enjoyed just about anywhere in the classroom, outdoors, even on a field trip.  Music spontaneously enters into many activity areas as children create their own songs or chants to go with their actions pounding clay or pushing a truck.  While movement and music aren’t tied to one location, there are some points to consider in planning a physical environment that will set the stage for a rich array of music and movement experiences for children.
_____not necessary to have a permanent movement area, you may want occasionally to set up a special area, plenty of space, musical instruments, a tape recorder, variety of props that lend themselves to movement_____

_____props – scarves, streamers, hoops, capes that swirl, wrist-bells, maracas_____

_____full-length mirror_____

_____wall for seeing shadows as they dance_____

_____tumbling mats_____

_____Selecting materials

_____provide access to music when children are free to select own activities_____


_____listening center includes:



_____easy-to-operate tape records and earphones_____



_____shelf space to make tapes accessible to children_____

_____labels to identify tapes (pictures of children dancing, marching, resting, to match the music; or colors or symbols to identify types of music such as bluegrass, classical, rap_____

_____a variety of tapes, including music that is fast and lively or slow and soothing so that children can choose music to fit their mood_____
_____diverse in style and tradition (folk, classical, country, jazz, rock, reggae, bluegrass, ragtime)

_____representative of the children’s cultures_____

_____materials changed on a regular basis_____

_____instruments


_____not placed near the listening area_____

_____instruments put out during free play from time to time_____


_____instruments taken outdoors_____

_____instruments that are appropriate are:


_____drums_____



_____rhythm sticks_____


_____xylophone_____



_____cymbals_____



_____triangles_____



_____maracas, shakers, rattles_____             _____kazoos_____



_____bells/bell bands_____


_____tambourines_____



_____triangles_____

Questions to ask to assess the effectiveness of the center:

· How often is the listening area used for listening to music?  Are children aware of this option?  Do I need to make it more clear or make this area more accessible?
· Which children tend to select musical tapes and why?

· Do children use the area by themselves or with others?

· Are children able to find tapes and put them away independently?

· Are children able to operate the tape recorder and earphones on their own?  Do they need more instruction and/or practice?

· What kinds of musical tapes are selected often, rarely, or never?  Is there enough variety?

· Are all instruments in working order, or do they need to be repaired?

· Is there a sufficient selection of musical instruments?  Do children fight over the instruments?  Should I add more?

