Teacher____________________________________    Date___________

Sand and Water Center Checklist/Walkthrough

_____area placement for few distractions_____
_____2 distinct areas –one for sand and one for water-near one another_____

_____good location for center is near block or house center_____
_____sand and water area out of the range of main traffic patterns_____

_____two flat containers can be utilized (dishwashing tubs, baby bath tubs, cement-mixing tubs)_____

_____size of tubs varies- needs to hold a capacity of 20 to 25 gallons – depth of at least nine inches for water or sand_____

_____water tub filled daily to height of about 3-4” – empty at end of day_____

_____use dry, finely textured sand- dirt or coarse-grain sand will not hold together and difficult to work with_____

_____fill sand tub only halfway in order to have room to use props and sand can dry overnight_____

_____variety can be added to sand play with sawdust, beans, rice, large wood shavings, aluminum pie crust beads_____

_____individual miniature sand and water trays may be used – dishpans and smaller trays_____
_____versatile access to props important –wooden and metal props not recommended for long-term use_____

 See props for sand and water play below:


Props for Sand Play (Dry or wet)


Props for Water Play


Bowls




Boats


Buckets and shovels


Bubble-blowing materials (straws, soap flakes, glycerine)

Cookie cutters



Buckets

Dump trucks



Egg beater

Gelatin molds



Corks

Ladles




Eye dropper

Magnifying glass



Food coloring/vegetable dye

Marbles




Funnels

Measuring cups



Ladles

Measuring spoons



Measuring Cups

Muffin tins



measuring spoons

Pebbles and rocks



Non breakable dishes

Plastic doll dishes



Paint brushes

Rolling pin



Plastic squeeze bottles

Rubber animals and people


Plastic tubing

Scales




Rubber or all-plastic baby dolls (of varying ethnicity/

Scoops




   gender)

Seeds




Scale

Shells




Scoops

Sticks




Siphon

Straws




Soap:  liquid, solid, flaked

String




Strainer

Toy Cars




Sponges


Water wheels

Whisk Broom



Troughs


Wire whisks

Props for Dry Sand Play
Funnels

Rake

Sieves

Sifter


Strainers

 Colander

Caring for materials:

_____care must be ongoing_____

_____children should wear waterproof aprons (towels, sheets, newspapers, old shower curtains, drop cloths)_____

_____equipment/props checked periodically for cracks and rusting_____

_____clean-up supervised daily_____

_____water changed daily_____

_____all surfaces mopped/swept regularly/daily

_____two basic rules of safety:

· _____water stays in the tub-no squirting/splashing_____

· _____sand not to be thrown_____

Displaying and Storing Materials:

_____accessible so child can independently select what is wanted_____
_____area attractive and uncluttered_____

_____props placed at child’s eye level_____

_____pegboard with hooks used to store kitchen-related items used_____

_____narrow drawers used to store collectible props (seashells, marbles, feathers)_____

_____plastic dish bin can be used to hold props_____

_____props grouped in boxes or tubs by function (bubble solution, bubble pipes, plastic berry boxes, plastic straws, plastic rings from a six-pack of soda, pipe cleaners, sponges, Styrofoam cuts, small containers opened at both ends)_____

_____labels to be used (drawing or photograph)_____

_____labels at eye level_____

Questions to consider for assessing effectiveness of the area:
· How often do children choose to play here?

· Do the same children habitually select this interest area”

· Do boys play here as frequently as girls?

· Do children help themselves to only a few props at a time, or do most of the props stay out during play?

· Do children get into fights over props or over having a turn to play in the area?

· Does the area get very messy during play, or is the mess relatively controlled?

· Do children clean up after themselves?

