Teacher____________________________________    Date___________

Table Toys Center Checklist/Walkthrough

_____center arranged to facilitate learning-can concentrate on toys with as few outside distractions as possible _____
_____enclosed on three sides_____
_____boundaries created_____

_____unobstructed floor space_____
_____table toy area placed next to other quiet areas such as the library or art area_____

_____ Self-correcting, structured toys: (toys that fit together in a specific way-puzzle)


_____puzzles: wooden, rubber inset, durable cardboard_____


_____wooden cylinders_____


_____self-help skill frames (buttoning, zipping, typing) _____


_____geometric shape sorters_____


_____graded circles that fit a cylinder

_____nesting boxes_____

_____Open-ended toys: (have no right or wrong solution – put together in a variety of ways


_____sewing cards with yarn_____

______unifix cubes_____


_____felt boards_____


_____Lego blocks_____


_____colored cubes_____


_____beads/yarn stringing_____


_____pegs/pegboards_____


_____Cuisenaire rods_____


_____attribute blocks –three dimensional blocks_____

_____manipulatives – any put together toy (JiGan-Tiks, snap blocks, Tower-ifics, Ring-a-Majigs) _____


_____equipment for weighing and measuring_____

_____multi-links_____

_____Collectibles (can be put together in a variety of unspecified ways-composed of sets of like objects-to sort, match, compare:


_____plastic bottle caps_____

_____buttons_____


_____keys_____



_____seashells_____


_____seeds_____



_____rocks_____


_____different colored plastic coffee scoops_____


_____plastic fasteners_____


_____baby-food jar tops_____

_____Cooperative games – encourages children to work together in matching pictures, numbers, symbols, objects.  Opportunity to improve visual discrimination skills as well as social skills.


_____lotto_____



_____dominoes_____


_____concentration_____


_____matching games_____

_____card games_____


_____parquetry blocks_____

_____Selection and purchase of materials – some considerations to think about:


_____Safety_____


_____Durability_____


_____Construction_____


_____Flexibility_____


_____Price_____

_____Displaying and storing table toys:


_____place toys at children’s eye level_____


_____group toys by type_____


_____remove any broken toys_____


_____store extra toys_____


_____use bins or plastic tubs_____


_____label – photograph, draw small picture_____


_____labels placed on shelves as well as storage bins_____


_____picture labels_____

Questions to consider for assessment:

· How often is the table toy area used?

· Is it interesting and appealing to all the children or are the same children using it each day?

· Are all the materials being used?  Which ones should be put away or put on a table to stimulate interest?

· Are toys varied enough to maintain the children’s interest?

· Are the available materials flexible?  Are children using toys in a variety of ways?

· Are the toys providing opportunities for children to play both individually and cooperatively?

